Epstein-Barr virus-associated B-cell lymphoproliferative disorders and lymphomas: a review.
In this review, we focus on B-cell lymphoproliferative disorders (LPDs) and lymphomas associated with Epstein-Barr virus (EBV). In some of these diseases-such as EBV-positive diffuse large B-cell lymphoma (DLBCL), not otherwise specified-virus detection is required for the diagnosis, while in others its detection is not necessary for diagnosis. EBV infection has three main latency patterns (types III, II, and I). Different latency patterns are found in different LPD types and are related to the host immune system status. For each of the LPDs/lymphomas, we discuss the clinical presentation, epidemiology, pathology, immunophenotype, and genetic or molecular basis. We provide data for a better understanding of the relationships among the discussed diseases and other information that can be useful in differential diagnosis. Not included in this review are classic Hodgkin lymphoma and some specific variants of DLBCL, as these entities are discussed in separate reviews in this issue.